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General Meeting—Tuesday 7 February at 8.00 p.m. 
Speaker: Dr Jack Pascoe of the Conservation Ecology Centre, Cape Otway 


Topic: Projects that the Conservation Ecology Centre are conducting, including Koala ecology, Otway 
Conservation Dogs (Quoll Surveys), Leafy Greenhood Orchids, The Otway Ark—Landscape Scale Native Species 
Recovery Program and upcoming research projects on critical weight range mammal abundance and predator 
abundance. 


General Meeting—Tuesday 7 March at 8.00 p.m. 

Speaker: Dr Thomas Rich, Senior Curator (Vertebrate Palaeontology & Palaeobotany), Museums Victoria. 
Topic: Dr Rich will be talking about his investigations into the polar vertebrates, primarily but not exclusively, 
dinosaurs and mammals, that lived in Victoria during the latter part of the Early Cretaceous between 115 and 106 
million years ago. 


In the last few months we have welcomed to the club... 
Mark Le Pla, Apollo Bay 


We wish him a long and happy association. 


GFNC website GFNC is on Facebook 
www.gfnc.org.au http://www.facebook.com/geelongfnc 


Visit the GFNC website to submit your observations or An online discussion group for members 


photos, keep up to date with forthcoming events, read 
interesting articles and much more.... 


DOTY s b- 


Geelong Field Naturalists Club (Diz 


Observations 


Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, invertebrate etc.) can be submitted to the GFNC website (go to the 
Observations tab), emailed to the GFNC email address or phoned to Barry Lingham (5255 4291) so that they 
can be incorporated onto the site. 


Email address: info@gfnc.org.au 


Members are encouraged to arrive early at The photo on the front cover, by George Appleby, is of a 
general meetings. Little Stint, a rarely-seen visitor at Black Rocks. 
December 2016. 


The photo on the back cover, by Susan Kruss, is of a 
Yellow Thornbill, taken at Minya Winery. January 2017. 


The room will be open at 7.15 p.m. to allow members to chat 
to other members and visitors. 





Out and about: Inhabitants of the Mistletoe 


Valda Dedman 





od Lowther has mistletoes on trees just over his back 

fence, and he can watch what happens there from 
his deck. He is a fortunate man, though foresters would 
not agree with him. He has also seen a Mistletoebird 
family quite regularly for part of the year, probably when 
there were berries. The Mistletoebird and the Painted 
Honeyeater are the only two species that regularly eat the 
berries and within half an hour void the seeds, with some 
of the sticky pulp still attached, onto a branch of the host 
tree or another close by. Thirty-three bird species are 
known to regularly consume mistletoe berries, but the 
seeds are less likely to be viable after passing through 
their digestive systems. Butcherbirds, ravens and 
Ccurrawongs are known to gorge on the fruits; Red 
Wattlebirds and Silvereyes are regular consumers and 
dispersers. Sticky seeds may stick to the feathers of a 
variety of birds that feed on the sweet nectar in the 
flowers, and be subsequently groomed off. 


Mistletoes provide habitat and food for a variety of 
animals and insects. They no longer regularly attract the 
bad press of one hundred years ago. Birds such as 
Diamond Firetails may nest in their dense shelter. 
Brush-tailed and Ringtail Possums eat their succulent 
leaves, which contain fewer toxins than eucalypt leaves, 
and both possums and Yellow-bellied Gliders eat the 
blossoms, which attract insects, which in turn attract 
birds. 


Mistletoes support their own distinct suite of insects. 
Many of the insects found on mistletoes are found 
nowhere else and include grasshoppers, thrips, lerps and 
beetles that spend their whole life within the plants. Three 
species of psyllid have been found inhabiting Amyema 
mistletoes. They are quite different from psyllids on host 
species. 


The Mistletoe Moth Comocrus behri (see photo over 
page) is a black-and-white day-flying moth. The black 
abdomen has a bright orange tip, and the female has tufts 
of red hair on the legs. The caterpillar is also black and 
white, with a raised area of red towards the posterior end, 
and orange head and legs. It is widely distributed in 
southern Australia from Perth to Melbourne and adjacent 
to Bass Strait, occurring as far north as Derby, Western 


Australia, and Clermont and Rockhampton in 
Queensland. It may be seen during daylight hours 
hovering around mistletoe species such as Amyema 
miquelii, Amyema melaleucae and Amyema cambadgei 
growing on casuarina and eucalyptus trees. The adult 
moths feed on eucalypus flower nectar. Males exhibit ' 
hill-topping' behaviour, flying to high points in the 
landscape and there encountering females ready for 
mating. 


Charles French, in his Handbook of Destructive Insects of 
Victoria, written in the early years of the twentieth 
century, thought this species was rare, but: ‘I have been 
informed by Mr Brittlebank, who painted the beautiful 
plate which accompanies this article, and who spent 
many years in the Bacchus Marsh district, that these 
moths are not so uncommon as is generally supposed, 
although the rugged nature of the ground renders their 
capture somewhat difficult. ... The moth is looked upon as 
perfectly harmless, in point of fact, useful as it eats the 
leaves of the Loranthus, which as everyone knows 
sometimes plays great havoc in our Eucalyptus 
plantations.' He did not know enough about its larval food 
plants, and included it in his book because 'the 
Agaristidae are not to be trusted’. 


The caterpillars of the Mistletoe Browntail Moth Nygmia 
edwardsii are covered in long urticating hairs that can 
cause rashes on people. Its common name may come 
from the adult females having been observed with the 
eggs still connected in long strings. The females emit 
pheromones which can attract males from long 
distances. 


The Mistletoe Emperor Moths Opodiphthera loranthi, 
((photo over page) O. carnea and O. engaea are large 
and handsome brown moths with big eyespots, whose 
larvae feed gregariously on mistletoe, often defoliating the 
plant. They pupate in tough oval cocoons in a bunch 
together on the butt of the mistletoe, but arranged so that 
each moth can easily leave. O. loranthi occurs from North 
Queensland to Eden, New South Wales. O. carnea and 
O. engaea have more of a western semi-arid distribution. 
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Opodiphthera loranthi, east of Mallacoota. December 2016. Nygmia edwardii Neds Saia November 2011. 


Photo: Marilyn Hewish Photo: Marilyn Hewish 
The Mistletoe Stem-borer Xylorycta heliomacula is a pupate in a communal web. The pupae hang head 
moth found from Townsville to Coonabarabran, 'a very upwards and are attached to the web by a fine silk girdle. 
chaste and distinct species', as wrote Lower in 1894 
when he first described it. The caterpillars bore into the The Spotted Jezebel lays eggs in compact clusters of up 
stems of Amyema species. to 50. Young larvae feed together, but mature larvae 


become dispersed, but return to a communal web when 
The Mistletoe Borer Scolecobrotus westwoodi is a beetle. resting. They pupate singly or in small groups on the 


French called it an 'elegant though destructive species' branch of the host plant or at the mistletoe base. The 

that 'breeds in the wood of the so-called Mistletoe pupae resemble bird droppings and suffer from heavy 

(Loranthus). lf we could prove that this beetle was parasitism from wasps and flies. Larval food plants also 

confined to the Loranthus, we could include it as a include Exocarpus and Santalum. 

beneficial one, the Loranthus being one of the curses of 

the forester.' Yet he concluded, 'this borer is a bad one The Dark Purple Azure's larval food plant is the Creeping 

and will have to be reckoned with.’ Mistletoe. Eggs are laid on the bark of the host tree or on 
the branches or bole of the mistletoe. The larvae shelter 

The Mistletoe Stem-boring Weevil or Bird-dropping under bark near the mistletoe during the day, emerging at 

Weevil Metyrus albicollis, found only on Wire-leaved night to feed on the leaves. Pupation usually occurs 

Mistletoe, lays its eggs in a series of holes in the under loose bark of the host tree. They are usually 

haustorium. Adults resemble a defecated mistletoe seed, attended by small ants from a number of genera. The 

a remarkable strategy to camouflage them within introduced Argentine ant is known to attend larvae in 

mistletoe clumps. inner Melbourne. Two generations are completed 
annually in Melbourne. This species was recorded in the 

Twenty-three butterfly species depend on mistletoe as You Yangs in 1924, but has not been observed for our 

their principal larval food source, and several others present listing. 

include mistletoe in their food plants. All the Jezebels, 

many of the Azures, some of the Jewels and Pencilled Broad-margined Azures behave similarly, except that the 

Blues are almost complete mistletoe specialists. larval food plants are Box and Drooping Mistletoe. This 


species usually has a few attendant ants with the larvae. 
The Imperial Jezebel lays up to 100 eggs in batches on 
the upper side of young mistletoe leaves. The larvae feed The Southern Purple Azure Butterfly, listed as vulnerable 
gregariously when young, and serious defoliation of the in central and western Victoria, requires both mistletoe 
mistletoe can occur. During the cooler months the larvae and a type of Sugar Ant Camponotus sp. for survival. At 





Comocrus behri, Long Forest. January 2008 Photo: Trevor Pescott 
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night, the caterpillars are herded up the host tree trunk to 
feed on mistletoe leaves, and guarded by the ants. 
During the day, the caterpillars are moved to the 
protection of the Sugar Ant nest to rest. The Sugar Ant 
eats the exudate of the caterpillars in return for the 
protection. 


A variety of spiders live in mistletoe clumps, preying on 
the many insects that live there. 


Mistletoe plants are part of a healthy ecosystem and are 
normally kept in balance by several natural processes. If 
a tree is stressed, however, mistletoes may take over and 
become a problem. Remember, though, that a 

mistletoe needs its host if it is to survive. The various 
mistletoe inhabitants can provide a series of checks and 
balances. 


Rod Lowther's convenient mistletoes are a source of 
more than birdwatching. They are a shelter for animals 
and insects, and a main or secondary source of food, 
provide nest sites, have pretty flowers, and are moth and 
butterfly attracting—a naturalist's delight. 


Postscript by Marilyn Hewish 


oincidentally | was with a team including Peter 

Marriott, Dean, and Ken Harris when we discovered 
the first Opodiphthera loranthi Gum-moths for Victoria just 
last month. We found the moths at several sites close to 
the NSW border on the eastern side of Mallacoota Inlet 
during a Bush Blitz survey (ABRS). When there were 
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Come along to the Wider Geelong Flora lecture on 14 
March to find out about more mistletoes. 


several on the sheet, there wasn't much room for anything 
else. Beautiful creatures. The area is less accessible, less 
settled and less disturbed than the western side, where 
the town of Mallacoota sits. It was very exciting to explore 
it over 10 days. You can find out more about O. /oranthi 
on the CD that comes with the Moths of Victoria book, 
Part 1, second edition. 


Clean Up Australia Day 
Jerringot Wetlands 
Sunday 5 March 2017 


We are participating again in Clean Up Australia 2017. Unfortunately, there is always a lot of litter and dumped 
materials along the Barwon Heads Road frontage to be collected. Please come and help maintain the health of our 


adopted wetland. 
Date: 5 March 2017 


Time: 9.00 a.m.—10.30 a.m. 


Location: Jerringot Wetlands, Barwon Heads Rd, near the bird hide on the road into the golf course. 


What to bring: Yourself, friends, gloves, stout shoes, hat, sunscreen and drinking water. 


Contact: Bela Bard-Brucker 0412 287 935 





Geelong Naturalist February 2017 3 


Death of a tree 


ver the eleven years | have lived in North Valley 

Road | have much appreciated a large Eucalyptus 
sideroxylon or Red Ironbark in the back garden. | 
guessed it had been planted in the 1960s, when the 
house was still new, and in the twenty-first century it had 
attained perhaps twenty metres, or sixty feet, in height. 
Its beautiful presence provided me with welcome 
westerly shade and protection from the winds. Its 
discards were also benefits: the leaves a stable addition 
to my mulch, sticks supplied my neighbour’s firebox, and 
a scattering of pink flowers across the garden decorated 


it from March until well into the winter, like tiny ballerinas. 


The creatures also loved it. Cicadas crawled up into it in 
November, leaving their brown shells on the thick, 
fissured bark, and shouting their presence on hot days. 
Buzzing protests announced that a sharp-eyed bird had 
discovered a plump, bright green one and was carrying 
off this succulent meal. Lerps were kept in check by 
Spotted Pardalotes, Brown Thornbills and other birds, 
and my Australian Magpie family claimed it as 

central to their territory, although the slippery outer 
branches prevented them from ever succeeding in 
constructing a nest there. Years ago a Grey Fantail 
sometimes danced around it, and more recently, the 
Eastern Koel occasionally landed. 


But it was the nectar-rich flowers that brought the tree 
alive. For months, the daylight hours were filled with the 
calls of Rainbow Lorikeets, Red Wattlebirds and New 
Holland Honeyeaters feasting and squabbling. More 
rarely, the throng was joined by Musk Lorikeets, Eastern 
Rosellas, Magpie-larks, Grey Butcherbirds, and 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoos. In the dusk, shadowy 
Grey-headed Flying-foxes arrived, wuffing to each other 
as they flopped across the outer branches, seeking 
nectar. 


Sometimes friends or relatives told me that | must keep 
an eye on that tree: it could fall on my house. A 
neighbour told me that he had lain awake all one windy 
night, worrying about my tree. | asked two arborists to 
check it and they both said it was safe. It seemed to me 
that it was perfectly healthy, and | was unconcerned, 
although | had noticed a borer hole or two piercing the 
bark. 


However, after the rain in the winter and spring of 2016, 
a patch of bark seemed to be swelling. Was this the 
result of rot, or of growth? | needed to know. 


| discovered another, highly recommended arborist. He 
came with his acoustic hammer, and | could hear how a 
large section of bark on one side was hollow-sounding 
where it had lifted from the cambium layer. The bark of 
lronbarks should cling immovably. Borers had caused a 
whole section, nearly half of the trunk, to die. The tree 
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Lynne Clarke 


was fighting back, growing a spar, a new, long narrow 
section across the dead wood, to give it extra strength. It 
was this that had caused the bark to look as though it 
was swelling, but the spar itself showed borer holes. 


The arborist prised a section of bark away, and | saw the 
hindquarters of a Longicorn Beetle sticking out of one 
hole, like a peg. ‘That’s the culprit,’ said the arborist. 
There was plenty of frass, indicating prolonged activity. 


‘It could last another five years,’ | was told, ‘but it will 
have to go.’ 


| was tempted to let it flower one more time as the 
canopy was evenly covered with fresh new, though 
sparse, growth, but decided against it, and contacted the 
recommended tree services. 


They fitted me in on 23 December, before their 
Christmas barbeque, and returned on 3 January to 
complete the awe-inspiring job. They were very careful, 
lowering each branch by rope to the designated spot, 
avoiding unnecessary damage to the garden. 


A section in the centre had rotted, but most of the wood 
was Straight and strong. | was amazed at the beauty and 
variety of colour in it, from reds and orange, to buff, pink 
and cream. One patch had a skin that was smooth and 
white, a fungus of some sort. How had it found its way to 
the centre of the wood? The rings were indistinct, so | 
could not be certain how old it was. It would keep the 
homes of family and friends warm for one winter at least. 


There seemed to be a hole in the sky. 


Isabelle and Berenice, GFNC members, brought me a 
gift. They had potted up a seedling gum they had found 
in their garden. It may be a Corymbia ficifolia, or Red 
Bloodwood, but its curious immature leaves may indicate 
a Eucalyptus calophylla, or Marri. Either way, a big gum 
tree will grow there again. 


Would my magpies return? The next day | was having 
my morning tea on the verandah and the magpie family 
walked by, nodding to me as they passed. This morning 
the male was carolling from the top of the nearby cedar, 
the immature on the next branch. 


| have work to do, to reshape my garden, for myself and 
the other creatures that inhabit it. 


Butterfly report 


he most common butterfly this season has been the 

Australian Painted Lady. Caper Whites migrated 
south, but were finished by mid December, except for a 
random one spotted on 20 January that a Red Wattlebird 
snapped up and fed to a juvenile Eastern Koel. Greenish 
Grass-darts have not been as numerous as last year, 
and only two Jezebels and one Xenica were recorded 
over the past two months. Common Browns arrived on 
time, the males first, followed by females, and Lynne 
Clarke was lucky enough to see two mating. Meadow 
Argus arrived early and are still around. The Geelong 
Botanic Gardens continues to be a butterfly hotspot. 


The second edition of Michael Braby’s Complete Field 
Guide to Butterflies of Australia (CSIRO) was published 
in 2016. There are now 435 species formally recognised 
from Australia and its remote islands. The classification 
and order of species in the new volume has been 


Greenish Grass-dart 


Cabbage White 


Caper White 


Imperial Jezebel 


Australian Painted 
Lady 


03/12/16 
07/12/16 


15/12/16 
24/12/16 


01/12/16 
03/12/16 


15/12/16 
22/12/16 


01/01/17 


04/01/17 


06/01/17 
25/01/17 


04/12/16 


05/12/16 


05/12/16 
13/12/16 


20/1/17 


03/12/16 
24/01/17 
03/12/16 


03/12/16 
05/12/16 


13/12/16 
15/12/16 


15/12/16 


22/12/16 
22/12/16 


25/12/16 
27/12/16 


Fairmont Rd, Newtown 


Woodlands Estate, Ocean 
Grove 
Geelong Botanic Gardens 


Eastern Park stormwater 
pond 

Belmont, East View Pde 
Fairmont Rd, Newtown 
Geelong Botanic Gardens 
Eclipse Creek Whinray Rd, 
Meredith 

Back Creek near Whinray 
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Valda Dedman 


changed to conform with scientific advances worldwide. 
Much new information has been incorporated into the 
text, and 106 new colour images have been added to or 
replaced the previous images in the colour plates. The 
introduction has been revised, and a new chapter on 
collecting and preserving has been included. 


Observers: 


BL, Barry Lingham; CMo, Craig Morley; DHe, Dean 
Hewish; DTy, David Tytherleigh; EMc, Elizabeth 
Macpherson; GMc,Gordon McCarthy; GPo, Graeme 
Possingham; HSc, Helen Schofield; JN, John Newman; 
JPo, Jenny Possingham; LBr, Lance Breguet; LCI, Lynne 
Clarke; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; TFI, Tom Fletcher; TP, 
Trevor Pescott; RLo, Rod Lowther; VWD, Valda 
Dedman; WCo, Wendy Cook. 


1, maybe 2, feeding on white flowers of fine-leaved 
form of prostrate myoporum. 
1 


2 on catnip by the rose garden. 
10 


10 in garden. 

6 

30 

Many feeding on lavenders and valerians. 


At Bursaria spinosa at 5.00 p.m., cool. 


100+ present. Warm and sunny for most of day, 

numbers reducing by late afternoon. Feeding in 

narrow flower bed on lavenders, valerian, 

geraniums, not roses. Also 3 Painted Ladies, 

many small blue/brown butterflies, several blue- 

banded bees in lavender with many other insects. 

5 CMo 

30 scattered throughout. JPo 

4 flying about at end of road as cool change blew Challenge 
through. Bird Count 
1 floating about garden. CMo 

4, first seen for some weeks. JPo 

2 CMo 

1 caught by Red Wattlebird and probably fed to JPo 
juvenile Eastern Koel. 

2, one male and one female. TP 

1 feeding on small white flowers. CMo, EMc 
A few TP 


4 CMo 
1 on grass nature strip full sun. VWD 
3 CMo 
10 feeding on sheltered patch of purple flowers of LCI 


Limonium perezii Blue with one male Common 
Brown, 3.15 p.m., bright, sunny day. 


100 estimated. The most common butterfly in JPo 
gardens. 


3 WCo 
Lots feeding in a flowering cotoneaster. WCo 


CMo 
WCo 


6 flitting about garden. 
1 at midday, warm, humid. 
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Eclipse Creek Whinray Rd, 
Meredith 
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Long Forest Happy Valley 
Track at creek 
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Belmont, East View Pde 
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Woodlands Estate, Ocean 
Grove 

Highton 

Highton 

Highton 

Highton 


Highton 
Fairmont Rd, Newtown 
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Grove 
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7 flying around the wooden steps up the cliff. 


1 on a curry plant in school grounds at 11.00 a.m. 


70 

1 

30. Still in good numbers, but not as many as before 
Xmas. 

1 in the morning with 10 Cabbage Whites. 

A few. 

1 


2 flitting about garden, 1 settled for short time on 
Sollya flowers. 

3 to 4 singles along track in forest. 

1 flying in sun along shopping centre footpath at 
3.00 p.m. 

1 


3 

1 in main part of gardens. 

1 among 100s of other butterflies, feeding on purple 
flowers in silver border and edge of rose bed at 
10.15 a.m., warm. 

1 at lavender bush at 2.30 p.m. with 2 Australian 
Painted Ladies, numerous Cabbage Whites and 
various native bees. 


10 


10. Widespread and common. 
3 


At least 2 flitting about. 

1 female, first for season. 
2 

6 


1 in garden at 8.00 a.m., warm, overcast. 
Present in 21st Century Garden, photographed 
feeding on Xanthorrhoea flower spike. 


2 mating at 9.15 a.m. on a cool sunny morning. 
Observed over 10-minute period. The female 
opened her wings at one point. They flew several 
times, she seemed to do most of the work, as her 
wings were otherwise folded over his. 

1 female sunning in garden at 4.25 p.m., bright, 
sunny. 

Maybe 100 males, flying in clouds around 
information centre and along North Track. 

1 

At least 2 in garden, warm and sunny. 

10 

1 female, first in this garden, at 5.50 p.m., cool. 


10, males looking tattered and some females. 
1 


1, photographed. 


1 with many Common Grass-blues, photographed. 
1 feeding on saltbush-type plants in 21* Century 
Garden. 

1 


5, only appeared today. 

1 in garden in sun at 6.00 p.m. 

2 mixed with Common Grass-blues 
2, first in garden this season. 


5, roughly 50/50 with Long-tailed Pea-blue. 


10, attracted to yellow curry plant and white 
prostrate myoporum. 


18 


10, only in veggie garden, and a few in 21* Century 
Garden. May have been more in grass. 
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Common Grass-blue Butterfly, Geelong Botanic Gardens. December 
2016. Photo: Helen Schofield 


Meadow Argus, Geelong Botanic Gardens. December 2016. 
Photo: Helen Schofield 





The battle of the blue bottle top 


n December last year, a colleague sent me a photo of a 

bower belonging to a Satin Bowerbird at Stevenson’s 
Falls campground in the Otways and told me the story 
behind it. 


Two male Satin Bowerbirds, accompanied by three 
females, were taking great interest in a campsite whose 
occupants had gone out for the day. One of the male 
bowerbirds was seen swiftly exiting the site with a blue 
bottle top in its beak. My colleague’s husband, Ross, 
himself a bird lover, decided to stealthily follow the bird to 
see where it went. Not far into the forest, he found a small 
bower and near it the blue bottle top. An hour or so later, 
Ross returned to the bower site, only to find that the blue 
bottle top had disappeared. Intrigued by this, he later 
returned to the bower whereupon he discovered the blue 
bottle top had reappeared. With subsequent visits Ross 
noted the blue top would disappear then mysteriously 
reappear. He concluded that one of the two male 
bowerbirds had been stealing the blue bottle top for its 
own bower, only to have the other male steal it right back 
again! 


Chrissy Freestone 
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The disputed blue bottle topia rand bower. Photo: Ross Gregory 


With thanks to Deirdre and Ross Gregory for providing this 
interesting observation! 


Barwon Water Ovoid Sewer Aqueduct 


fter many years of investigation, a practicable 

solution to the problem of the 100-year old, 
heritage-listed, Ovoid Sewer Aqueduct at Breakwater has 
been developed by Barwon Water, working with the 
Barwon River Parklands Steering Committee, Heritage 
Victoria and other agencies. The unsafe condition of the 
Aqueduct currently prevents activities under the 
structure—including walking and boat traffic along the 
Barwon River—and no technically feasible and financially 
viable solution for making the Aqueduct completely safe 
has been able to be devised. 


Deborah Evans 


The proposals involve demolition of some spans of the 
Aqueduct across the river, as well as some structural 
works on the remaining spans and new fencing, which 
together will enable a 66-hectare park to be developed 
around the Aqueduct, providing walking tracks, viewing 
platforms, interpretative signage and seating, and 
restoring river traffic. 


To see the proposed Master Plan for the park and have 
your say on the proposals, go to: 
http:/www.yoursay.barwonwater.vic.gov.au/aqueduct- 
park 
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Mid-week Bird Group excursion—Minya Winery 


26 January 2017 
Craig Morley 
A very enjoyable time was spent by the 30 participants Dans for his welcome and hospitality which really added a 
who went on the mid-week bird group excursion to most enjoyable extra dimension to the first Bird group 
Minya Winery. excursion of 2017. 


The detailed bird list may be viewed at: 
Many thanks to Tom Fletcher for leading on the day and http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S33940536. 
for his planning and organisation. Thanks also to Jeff 


Bird list: compiled by Craig Morley, Angus Hartshorn, Tom Fletcher and Barry Lingham, with assistance from 
many other keen observers. 


Grey Teal Eurasian Coot White-plumed Honeyeater Eurasian Skylark 
Chestnut Teal Black-fronted Dotterel Noisy Miner Australian Reed-Warbler 
Pacific Black Duck Masked Lapwing Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater Little Grassbird 
Crested Pigeon Galah Little Wattlebird Silvereye 
Little Pied Cormorant Long-billed Corella Red Wattlebird Welcome Swallow 
Great Cormorant Rainbow Lorikeet White-fronted Chat Fairy Martin 
White-faced Heron Eastern Rosella New Holland Honeyeater Tree Martin 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill Red-rumped Parrot Grey Shrike-thrush Common Blackbird 
Whistling Kite Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo Grey Butcherbird Common Starling 
Swamp Harrier Superb Fairy-wren Australian Magpie Common Myna 
(White-backed) 
Wedge-tailed Eagle White-browed Scrubwren Grey Fantail Red-browed Finch 
Brown Falcon Yellow Thornbill Willie Wagtail House Sparrow 
Australasian Swamphen Yellow-rumped Thornbill Little Raven European Goldfinch 
Dusky Moorhen Brown Thornbill Magpie-lark European Greenfinch 


Minya Winery. 
Photo: David Cook Silvereye, Minya Winery. Photo: Susan Kruss 
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Nankeen Night-Herons make a splash at Buckley Falls 


The presence of many Nankeen Night-Herons, both adults and juveniles, feeding at Buckley Falls, delighted 
birders over January. 


- ys 
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An adult Nankeen Night-Heron makes a meal of a Lamprey (prey ID by Trevor 
Pescott). 

Photos courtesy of James White (originally posted on Victorian Birders 
Facebook page) 








ee 


— - 





A juvenile Nankeen Night-Heron flies off with its prey. 
Photo: Susan Kruss 


‘Mega bird’—the appearance of a rarely-seen Buff-breasted 
Sandpiper at Lake Murdeduke generated much excitement 
recently. January 2017. Photo: Susan Kruss 
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Fauna report 
Trevor Pescott 


Common Ringtail Possums are very vulnerable to 
predation by cats; it is not only the feral cats that are so 
destructive, for the domestic pet doesn’t lose its instinct to 
hunt, and it is often these that are so destructive in the 
suburban setting. 


AS usual, the fauna report contains many unusual 
observations that help to better understand and 
appreciate the local mammal, amphibian and reptile 
fauna of our region. The discovery of anew Common 
Wombat burrow in the Long Forest is one of the more 
unusual. It is good to receive the observation of 
Yellow-bellied Gliders at Moggs Creek, possibly the best 
place to see them in our area. They are strictly nocturnal, 
so a red-filtered spotlight is recommended if you plan to 


Freshwater turtles are always worth watching for at this 
time of the year as many of their waterholes are drying, 
and they need to move or perish. 


look for them. 


Mammals 
Short-beaked Echidna 


Common Wombat 


Common Brushtail Possum 
Yellow-bellied Glider 


Common Ringtail Possum 


Swamp (Black) Wallaby 


Grey-headed Flying-fox 


Chocolate Wattled Bat 
Rakali (Water Rat) 


Red Fox 


Dolphin sp. 


09/11/16 
25/11/16 


01/12/16 


22/12/16 
07/01/17 


19/01/17 


13/01/17 
06/01/17 


09/01/17 


09/01/17 


12/01/17 


12/01/17 
19/12/16 


03/01/17 
01/12/16 


03/12/16 


07/12/16 
12/01/17 


04/01/17 


31/12/16 
03/01/17 


31/12/16 
19/01/17 


24/01/17 


06/12/16 


Meredith, crossed a dirt track in bush. 

Orchid Track, Brisbane Ranges, walked through a stand of Prickly Teatree, 
cool day, 3.00 p.m. 

Whinray Road, Meredith, foraging in the roadside drain where there was lots 
of leaf litter. 

Leopold, in a friend’s back garden that abuts Lake Connewarre. 

Jan Juc, a large specimen that crossed Surf Coast Walk at 11.35 a.m. 


Long Forest, no animals seen but extensive diggings, reasonably fresh 
droppings and prints in soft sand, beside Happy Valley Track near the creek. 


Barwon Heads, an old adult hiding in a storage unit at the caravan park 


Moggs Creek, seen at night; one appeared to be a young animal. Friends of 
the Eastern Otways. 

Ocean Grove, Riverview C’van Park; approx. 5 months old, found dead 
among leaves. 

Highton; just some fur and bones, discovered when we returned after being 
away for a few weeks. There has been a cat in the garden, so we presume it 
was the culprit—we don’t have a dog—although who can tell with foxes! 
Another fresh kill found at the back of the garden about 2 weeks later, a 
headless body. 

Ocean Grove, Riverview C’van Park; another possum on the ground with an 
injury to the side flank, possibly by a predator; found alive. 

Newtown, observed at opposite ends of Fairmont Road. 

Barwon Heads, an adult on the oval at the caravan park. Evidence of an 
injury, possibly by a vehicle. Headed west at the back of the works depot into 
coastal scrub. 

Fyansford, killed on Deviation Road. 

Newtown, a fly-over from the east of single animals in a 10 minute period 
from 9.00 p.m. Some descended to trees near the Barwon River while others 
continued towards the west over Highton. One individual back-tracked and 
headed east again. 

Belmont, many flying west along the Barwon River valley between Belmont 
and Newtown at 9.10 p.m. 

Ocean Grove, seen at Woodlands Estate. 

Leopold, about 10 spread out, flying SE across Melaluka Road between 9.20 
and 9.30 p.m. 

Yaugher, a male found near the house. 


Reedy Lake, foraging along a deep ditch. 


Newtown, sitting on a log at the edge of the Barwon River, nibbling what 
looked like a piece of carrot, 9.00 p.m. 
Reedy Lake, seen in 1.75 hours off Fitzgerald’s Road, plus many tracks. 


Happy Valley Track, Long Forest, ran away from a permanent waterhole as 
we approached, 11.00 a.m. 

Woodlands Estate, Ocean Grove, two young foxes whimpering at my back 
door. | watched them through my window. They seemed to be searching for 
the shredded cheese | had used this evening to feed young magpies. 
Queenscliff; just offshore in front of the café near the ferry terminal. Playing, 
rolling etc for at least half an hour, putting on a spectacular display enjoyed 
by the café patrons. 





Observers: AH, Angus Hartshorn; AW, Alison Watson; CCo, Colin Cook; CFr, Chrissy Freestone; CMo, Craig Morley; 
DTy, David Tytherleigh; DHe, Dean Hewish; GD, Guy Dutson; GGt, Geoff Gates; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; GPo, Graham 
Possingham; HSc, Helen Schofield; HW, Heather Williams; JDu, Janine Duffy; JN, Jonn Newman; JPo, Jenny Possingham; 
MHe, Marilyn Hewish; MGI, Maddie Glynn; PW, Phil Watson; SQu, Stuart Quick; TFl, Tom Fletcher; TP, Trevor Pescott; WCo, 
Wendy Cook. 
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Photo: Janine Duffy 
Herps 
Spotted Grass Frog 


Growling Grass Frog (Sthn 
Bell Frog) 


Brown Tree Frog 


Eastern Snake-necked Turtle 


Macquarie Turtle 
Turtle sp. 
Marbled Gecko 
Coventry’s Skink 


Robust Ctenotus 
Cunningham's Skink 
Southern Water Skink 
Garden Skink 


Blotched Bluetongued Lizard 


Eastern Bluetongued Lizard 


Bluetongued lizard sp. 


Stumpy-tailed Lizard 
Lowlands Copperhead 


Tiger Snake 


Little Whip Snake 


Robust Ctenotus, You Yangs. December 2016. 





31/12/16 


02/01/17 
31/12/16 


03/01/17 


02/01/17 
17/01/17 
07/01/17 
21/01/17 


11/12/16 
31/12/16 
26/01/17 
03/01/17 


04/12/16 
20/11/16 
28/01/17 
13/12/16 
09/01/17 
21/01/17 


17/11/16 
21/11/16 


07/12/16 


07/12/16 
14/12/16 
22/12/16 


16/01/17 


04/12/16 
26/01/17 


27/12/16 


29/11/16 
28/12/16 
28/12/16 
30/12/16 
15/01/17 
25/01/17 


15/12/16 
15/12/16 





Photo: Susan Kruss 


Connewarre, calling from Hospital Swamp. CMo, JN, DTy 


Wensleydale, under a rubbish bin. JN 
Connewarre, at least 2 calling from Hospital Swamp. CMo, JN, DTy 


Lake Modewarre, at least 2 calling from the north-west side of the JN 
lake. 

Wensleydale, under a rubbish bin. JN 
Yaugher. TP 
Ocean Grove, two small individuals in Begola Wetlands. GD 
Pt Richards, on the busy turning lane, at the corner of Portarlington | HW 
Road and Pt Richards Road. 

Drysdale, basking on the bank of McLeods Waterhole south. 

Reedy Lake, long-dead remains in a dry waterhole. GD 
Jan Juc, found sheltering under a bird-bath dish in the back garden. 
Yaugher, caught near the house, snout/vent length 42 mm, tail 30 TP 
mm. 

You Yangs, noted near Big Rock. 


You Yangs, along East-west Walk. 

Gellibrand, in the garden area outside the general store. 
Ocean Grove, in the garden in Woodlands Estate. 
Brisbane Ranges, under tiles in survey grids. 

Yaugher, several near garden. 


Meredith, killed on Whinray Road. 

Meredith; | was sitting in the shade and the lizard came towards me, 
and stopped about 0.5m away. It waited for me to move before it 
disappeared. 

Jan Juc, Surf Coast Walk west of Steps Car Park, disappeared into 
a drainage pipe. 

Jan Juc, crossing the Great Ocean Road. 

Jan Juc, Surf Coast Walk, crossed the path at 11.45 a.m. 

Meredith, Whinray Road, under a tree with its head in the shade and 
its body in the sunshine. 

Ocean Grove, Thacker Street near Woodlands Estate, found dead 
beside the road. 

Belmont, a black individual. 

Highton, a ‘bluetongue’ has been living in the garden over much of 
the 2016/17 summer. Now that | know the patterns | am looking for, 
can confirm it is an Eastern. 

Buckley Falls, beside the footpath between the upper and lower car 
parks; disappeared into an existing hole, a large adult. 

You Yangs, at the north end of Branding Yard Road. 

Ocean Grove, an adult in TB1 toilet block. 

Barwon Heads, in the camping ground; chased up towards the Bluff. 
Ocean Grove, beside Wallington Road, in saltmarsh. 

Breakwater, moved slowly across the bike path, about 50 cm long. 
Point Addis, seen at separate locations along the walking path 
above Southside Beach. 

Teesdale, under a tile in the CCMA survey site. 

Mt Mercer, under a tile in the CCMA survey site. With it was a 
recently regurgitated Eastern Three-lined Skink. 
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Next fauna surveys 


Ocean Grove Nature Reserve 
Thursday 9 February—Sunday 12 February 2017 


To facilitate our search for Bibron’s Toadlet, and other species, we are setting out a series of pitfall lines. These are 
simply buckets dug into the ground across which are 30 cm high aluminium flywire ‘drift-fences’. Reptiles and 
amphibians meet the fence, follow along and fall into the buckets. 

We will begin setting out the pit-lines this month. 

Thursday 9 February: Meet at the Information Centre at 1.00 p.m. 

Friday 10 to Sunday 12 February: Meet at the centre at 8.00 a.m. 


Because this is not expected to take all day, we will also visit Pt Richards and Edwards Point to look for lizards at both 
sites. There are some tile grids at Pt Richards and we can check them. 


Wooloomanata, Lara 
9-12 March 2017 (provisional) 


We are seeking to arrange a weekend survey at the property near the You Yangs to better understand the Hovells 
Creek fauna. Further details will be provided in the regular email updates. 


Mt Leura, Camperdown 
6-9 April 2017 


This will be a bat survey—more details next month. 


Contact: Trevor Pescott, ppescott@optusnet.com.net Tel: 5243 4368 





ES = = 


Caladenia congesta Black-tongue Caladenia, near Yaugher Cemetry, Otways. 
December 2016. Photo: Helen Schofield 
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GFNC Excursion—Waurn Ponds Creek 
21 January 2017 


n our first excursion for the year, five people from the 

Geelong Field Naturalists Club met at the 
intersection of Waurn Ponds Creek and Torquay Road. 
We started out slowly shortly after nine and took a 
leisurely stroll upstream towards Cobbin Farm and the 
shopping centre. 


We observed 25 species of birds and a number of 
butterflies, including Meadow Argus which apparently was 
out early this season. 


Most of the native vegetation along this stretch has been 
planted by the Friends of the Waurn Ponds Creek within 
the last ten years. A couple of mature Red Gums were 
observed and a nice stand of older Spiny Bursaria near 
Cobbin farm that were covered in flowers. 


| have observed Yellow Thornbills and Superb 
Fairy-wrens regularly upstream of the Waurn Ponds 
Shopping centre; however, in the area we covered they 
seem to be less commonly seen. As the vegetation 
matures we should see more of them. 


In a place | call ‘parrot corner’, near the walkway from 
Taldra Court and Oberon Drive we observed four Musk 
and four Purple-crowned Lorikeets. 


Bird species noted 


White-browed Scrubwren 
Yellow Thornbill 


Spotted Dove 

Crested Pigeon 

Galah 

Rainbow Lorikeet 

Musk Lorikeet 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet 
Superb Fairy-wren 


Red Wattlebird 

New Holland Honeyeater 
Grey Butcherbird 
Australian Magpie 


A family of Blue-billed Ducks at Lake Lorne. November 2016. 


White-plumed Honeyeater 





Craig Jones 





Crested Pigeons. Photo: Craig Jones 


We had a stop at Cobbin farm where we had some 
morning tea and then picked up the pace back to Torquay 
Road finishing at 12.10 pm. It was a very relaxing 
morning. 


The full bird list is available at: 
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist/S33816422 


Common Blackbird 
Common Starling 
Common Myna 
Red-browed Finch 


Pied Currawong 

Willie Wagtail 

Little Raven 

Magpie-lark 

Australian Reed-Warbler 
Silvereye 

Welcome Swallow 


Photo: Gordon McCarthy 
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December—January bird observations—some highlights 


here was a thought that with the birds spoilt for 

choice further north after good rains, there would be 
limited bird numbers and activity on the local wetlands. In 
fact the wetlands of the Geelong region have come alive 
in recent months. 


Whiskered Terns and Black-winged Stilts, along with 
Hoary-headed Grebes have bred at Lake Modewarre. 
Red-necked Avocets have bred at Lake Murdeduke 
with several runners being observed. A flock of at least 
3000 Banded Stilts provides a wonderful sight at the 
same lake. 


So far summer has been a rich time for vagrants, species 
found well beyond their normal range. A Little Stint, in 
breeding plumage, was picked out in the high-tide roost 
of up to 800 Red-necked Stints, at Blue Rocks in 
December. And a Buff-breasted Sandpiper found at 
Lake Murdeduke in January has caused a lot of ‘twitchy’ 
activity. Also a Black-faced Monarch was spotted 
briefly at Aireys Inlet late in November. 


It is most heartening to learn of Little Egrets nesting in a 
park on the Bellarine Peninsula. This is a significant 
development for this threatened species in Victoria, as 
the Geelong Grammar site has fallen into disuse in 
recent years and the only other known breeding area for 
this species in Victoria, with other egret species, on the 
Murray River is used intermittently (pers. comm. Martin 
O’Brien DELWP). 


Yellow-billed Spoonbills have bred in at least two 
locations, in Pinus radiata trees away from wetlands on 
the Bellarine Peninsula near Wallington. And at least 6 
pairs of Collared Sparrowhawks have successfully bred 
in the Geelong area, including a second-year female 
feeding nestlings at Wurdiboluc. 


A male Leaden Flycatcher at Ironbark Basin calling from 
an area in between two Satin Flycatcher territories has 
caused quite a lot of interest along with the 
White-throated Gerygones which were observed 
carrying food. 


Good circumstantial evidence that Fairy Terns are again 
breeding at Moolap Saltworks, along with a keen 
observer being rewarded with good views of a Terek 
Sandpiper at the same site, again emphasise the 
importance of this decommissioned salt works as a 
critical part of the wetland network that encompasses 
western Port Phillip, the lower Barwon wetlands, 
including Lake Connewarre, and the Swan Bay system 
which includes Mud Islands. It is also important to 
remember that the majority of this system is listed as 
Ramsar wetlands! And the significance of the smaller 
wetlands of the Bellarine Peninsula was emphasised with 
tallies of 67 and 36 in Latham’s Snipe surveys at Begola 
Wetlands and Jerringot respectively! 
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Craig Morley & John Newman 


Writing of wetlands, it is exciting to see the return of 
Australian Pelicans to the skies and wetlands of 
Geelong in recent weeks, presumably as breeding events 
further afield draw to a close and these majestic birds 
return to coastal areas and supplement breeding efforts 
of local birds at Mud Islands. 


It was also pleasing to receive news of the safe dispersal 
of nestling Barn Owls from their nursery, in a chimney, at 
Inverleigh. Some other finds in recent weeks have 
included Ruffs and Pectoral Sandpipers at Lake 
Murdeduke, a Whimbrel on the Barwon estuary and 
Pacific Golden Plovers at Lake Murtnagurt. And as 
the cool changes come through after hot weather 
remember to keep eyes skywards for White-throated 
Needletails and Fork-tailed Swifts as some keen 
observers have done in recent weeks. 


As always this is just a sample of all the wonderful 
records submitted to our GFNC web-site at: http:// 
www.gfnc.org.au/observations/bird-observations 


You may wish to investigate the eBird Australia website 
where members are submitting complete lists of 
observations from their travels in the region at http:// 
ebird.org/content/australia/ 


And then search Explore data then Explore HotSpots or 
Species Maps and zoom in to the Geelong region and 
start ‘exploring’. 


Once more, we extend our thanks to all the observers 
(more than 60), acknowledged below, who so keenly and 
willingly add to our picture of the birdlife of the Geelong 
region: 


Angus Hartshorn, Barry Lingham, Bernie Lingham, Brett 
Roberts, Carolyn Edwards, Challenge Bird Count teams, 
Chrissy Freestone, Christine Raven, Colin Cannard, 
Craig Morley, Danny Rogers, Darren Bird, David 
Gladwin, David Tytherleigh, David Whelan, Dean 
Hewish, Deborah Evans, Dez Hughes, Dianne Crawford, 
Elizabeth Macpherson, Geoff Gates, Geoff Gayner, 
George Appleby, GFNC Bird Group Excursion, GFNC 
Plant Group Excursion, Glenn McCarthy, Gordon 
McCarthy, Graeme Stockton, Graham Possingham, 
Grant Palmer, Guy Dutson, Helen Schofield, lan Hanson, 
Jeff Dagg, Jeff Davies, Jen Carr, Jenny Possingham, 
John Dutson, John Newman, Joy Weatherill, Lance 
Breguet, Les Barrow, Lorraine Phelan, Lynne Clarke, 
Maarten Hulzebosch, Maddie Glynn, Margaret Alcorn, 
Marilyn Hewish, Mary-Anne Thorpe, Parks Victoria, Paul 
Schillier, Peter Menkhorst, Peter Phillips, Richard 
Alcorn,Rod Lowther, Susan Kruss, Tom Fletcher, Trevor 
Lumb, Valda Dedman. 







smaller foster parent, a Red Wattlebird. January 2017. 
Photos: Graham Possingham 


Possy's Pics 
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Final call for your 2014, 2015, 2016 bird records 
Craig Morley Geelong Bird Report editor 


Planning and preparation of the next edition of the Geelong Bird Report is well underway. 


If you have bird records for the Geelong region for 2014, 2015 or 2016, and want these records to help inform the 
new Geelong Bird Report, then please add them to the GFNC website bird observations or add them to eBird 
Australia as incidentals/complete lists by 20 March 2017. 


Looking forward to having many more bird records added for our region. 


Contributions invited for the 
Geelong Naturalist 
Members are encouraged to submit short articles and photos for consideration for the Geelong Naturalist each month. 


If you have observed and/or photographed something interesting in the natural world of Geelong and its surrounds, 
please send it to us! 


Please refer to the back page for submission details. 
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Mid-week Bird Group excursion 
Mason Farm, Bellarine Highway 


Thursday 23 February 2017 
Leader: Angus Hartshorn 


This will be our second visit to this site. Last year was 
very successful with 63 species identified. Mason’s 
farm is near the Yarram Creek in the heart of the 
Bellarine Peninsula on private land. It is a particularly 
picturesque spot. 


Meet: At 9.00 a.m. at the entrance to Mason Farm 
(Hillside Springs) at 2011 Bellarine Highway. Coming 
from Geelong it is on the left, 1.4 km past Banks 
Road. We will then drive onto the property as a group. 


We will walk down to the creek, crossing the Bellarine 
Rail Trail and through a paddock to an extensive 
revegetation area. 


Bring: Binoculars, protective clothing against sun 
and—hopefully not—rain, water, morning tea snacks 
etc. depending on your intended length of stay. 


Enquiries: Angus Hartshorn 5258 518 3 or 4037 
200 337 


Tax-deductible donations can be made to the 
Geelong Field Naturalists Environment Fund at any 
time. 


Donations will be used for the environmental purposes 
of the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Donate by electronic funds transfer: 
CBA Account BSB 063 633 Account No. 1028 7433 


Please ensure that the transfer is identified with 
your name and that it is a donation to the GFN 
Environment Fund. We will issue you with a 
numbered receipt suitable for taxation purposes. 
Donations of $2.00 or more are tax-deductible. 
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GFNC excursion 
Moth night 
Big Rock, You Yangs 


Sunday 19 February 2017 


Leaders: Marilyn and Dean Hewish 


You're invited to a demonstration of moth-attracting 
techniques in a new location, the You Yangs. Following 
some birding and botanical exploration in the afternoon 
and a picnic tea, we'll experience the natural history of 
the dark hours. We hope to see many of our colourful 
and diverse local moths and other insects. 


Come and see what has led Marilyn down the path of 
obsession—the hidden treasures of the night. 


You're encouraged to bring children. 


The activity will be cancelled if there's a fire ban for the 
region. 


Please note: The entrance gates to the You Yangs 
close at 6.00 p.m., but we can exit via the one-way 
grid at any time. 


4.45 p.m. Meet at Big Rock car park. 


5.00 p.m. Nature walk, a stroll around Big Rock 
looking at birds, reptiles, plants etc. 


6.45 p.m. Picnic tea at Big Rock picnic ground (or 
on top of the rock). 


8.05 p.m. Watch the sunset (8.16 p.m.) from the top 
of Big Rock. 


8.30 p.m. onwards Moth-hunting. 


Finish: We will probably go to about 11.00 p.m., but 
could stay later if the moths are running hot. 
Participants are welcome to leave when they wish. 


Bring: Picnic tea and drinks, chairs, etc. 


A torch, camera with flash for photographing moths 
(remember cameras for the children), warm clothes, 
hat, gloves (nights can be cool), sturdy shoes, insect 
repellent. 


Enquiries: Marilyn Hewish 03 5367 3196, 0409 966 
852; hewishs@iprimus.com.au 





Mailing roster 
February: Diana Primrose 


March: Joan & Tibor Korn 





Coming events 


MARCH 2017 
‘Clean up Australia Day’ at Jerringot 
General Meeting: Tom Rich—Polar vertebrates in 


FEBRUARY 2017 
7 General Meeting: Jack Pascoe—Projects being 5 
conducted at the Conservation Ecology Centre, Cape 7 


14 


16 
19 
23 


Otway 


Plant Group: Meeting, sharing photos and observations 


Fauna survey: Reptile search, OGNR 


Bird Group: Barry Lingham—Canals and cliffs of Wales 


Excursion: Mothing at the You Yangs (evening) 


Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Mason Farm, Bellarine 


Highway. 


Victoria 


Fauna survey: Wooloomanata, Lara 

Digital Photography in the Bush (BirdLife Australia) 
Plant Group: Wider Geelong Flora lecture: Peter 
Rogers—Mistletoe 

Bird Group: Joris Driessen—The leg-flag program for 
shorebirds—why it is done, how is it done and what we 


are learning. 


SEANA campout, Sale 
Excursion: Edwards Point/Charlies Holes 
Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Lake Lorne and 


McLeods Holes 


GFNC COMMITTEE 2016-2017 


President Vacant 
Vice-President Vacant 
Immediate Past President Barry Lingham 
Secretary Rod Lowther 
Treasurer Tracey Hinton 
Minute Secretary Rod Lowther 
Membership Officer Deborah Evans 
Committee Member 
i Dean Hewish 
David Boyle 
Deborah Evans 


Graham Possingham 


Barry Lingham 


5255 4291 
0419 633 960 
5243 9973 
0419 633 960 
5243 8687 


0409 231 755 
5250 1039 
5243 8687 
5243 6997 
5255 4291 


lingham@tpg.com.au 
rod.lowther@live.com 
tracey.hinton@gmail.com 
rod.lowther@live.com 
deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 


myibook@iprimus.com.au 
davidboyle48@gmail.com 
deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 
g.possingham@gmail.com 
lingham@tpg.com.au 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Bird Group Craig Morley 
Conservation Adviser Bruce Lindsay 
Editor Chrissy Freestone 
Sub-editor Deborah Evans 
Geelong Bird Report Craig Morley 
Jerringot Group Bela Bard-Brucker 
Librarian Lorraine Phelan 
Fauna Survey Group Trevor Pescott 
Web-master Dean Hewish 
Eco Book Group Lorraine Phelan 
General Meeting Minutes Vacant 
Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 

Convenor Lynne Clarke 
Cadets Jeff Dagg 


5221 4604 
5223 2394 
0417 379 033 
5243 8687 
5221 4604 
5243 7072 
5243 0636 
5243 4368 
0409 231 755 
5243 0636 


0439 390 801 
0419 551 847 


craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 
chrissy.freestone@iinet.net.au 
deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 
craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
bbardbrucker@gmail.com 
lphelan@bigpond.com.au 
ppescott@optusnet.com.au 
myibook@iprimus.com.au 
lphelan@bigpond.com.au 


alynneclarke@gmail.com 
gfncadets@gmail.com 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 
The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening, 21 February 2017. 


Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jpg and slides or prints for scanning—to the editor, 
Chrissy Freestone: chrissy.freestone@iinet.net.au 


GFNC meetings are held in the Geelong Botanic Gardens meeting room, and start at 8.00 p.m. 
Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. [VWelway 452 G4] 


Copyright: 


The Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. aims to make information accessible to a wide audience. 


This publication and its contents are subject to copyright under the laws of Australia and, through international treaties, other 
countries. Generally the copyright in materials in this publication is owned or licensed to the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Unless otherwise indicated you may copy, distribute, display, or print the material in this publication for your own personal use, for 
non-commercial educational purposes or for non-commercial use within your organisation. You may not alter content and must 
attribute the copyright owner (author) listed on the publication, or the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. where no author is listed. 
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